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remarkable has been transmitted to us. As he advanced
towards manhood, he became remarkable by his disagree-
ment with his father.

The late king of Prussia was of a disposition violent and
arbitrary, of narrow views, and vehement passions, earnest-
ly engaged in little pursuits, or in schemes terminating
in some speedy consequence, without any plan of lasting
advantage to himself or his subjects, or any prospect of
distant events. He was, therefore, always busy, though
no effects of his activity ever appeared, and always eager,
though he had nothing to gain. His behaviour was, to the
last degree, rough and savage. The least provocation,
whether designed or accidental, was returned by blows,
which he did not always forbear to the queen and prin-
cesses.

From such a king and such a father it was not any enor-
mous violation of duty in the immediate heir of a kingdom,
sometimes to differ in opinion, and to maintain that differ-
ence with decent pertinacity. A prince of a quick sagacity
and comprehensive knowledge, must find many practices
in the conduct of affairs which he could not approve, and
some which he could scarcely forbear to oppose.

The chief pride of the old king was to be master of the
tallest regiment in Europe. He, therefore, brought to-
gether, from all parts, men above the common military
standard. To exceed the height of six feet, was a certain
recommendation to notice, and to approach that of seven,
a claim to distinction. Men will readily go where they are
sure to be caressed; and he had, therefore, such a collec-
tion of giants, as, perhaps, was never seen in the world
before.

To review this toweringreginjent was his daily pleasure,
and to perpetuate it was so much his care, that when he
met a tall woman, he immediately commanded one of his
Titanian retinue to marry her, that they might propagate
procerity, and produce heirs to the father's habiliments.

In all this there was apparent folly, but there was no
crime. The tall regiment made a fine shpw at an expense